
 

  
 

 

London Assembly Mayor’s Question Time – Thursday 17 January 

Transcript of Item 4 – Oral Update to the Mayor’s Report 

 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  The Mayor will now provide an oral update of up to five minutes in length on 

matters occurring since the publication of his report.  Assembly Members have submitted a request for a topic 

for inclusion within the update, which is on the matter of the challenge to the GLA tender process at 

Silvertown Quays.  Mr Mayor? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Good morning, Chairman.  Good morning to the Assembly and to those in 

the gallery as well. 

 

I want to start by paying tribute to you, Chairman, and to Assembly Members Andrew Dismore and 

Steve O’Connell, whom we now know will be stepping down at next year’s [2020] London Assembly elections.  

Since being elected as Mayor, I have had the opportunity to see first-hand on many occasions the commitment 

you, Chairman, Assembly Member O’Connell and Assembly Member Dismore show to your local communities.  I 

am sure the entire Assembly will join me in thanking all three retiring Members for their service and wishing all 

three of you all the best for your future endeavours, but that is a long way off yet. 

 

Tony Arbour AM (Chairman):  Thank you.  I am not giving up immediately! 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  Chairman, this week Members of Parliament (MPs) have done the right 

thing by rejecting the Government’s bad Brexit deal.  MPs from all political parties realised that this deal would 

worsen life chances and reduce opportunities for future generations, not only in London but across the United 

Kingdom.  I have continued to stand up for the best interests of Londoners by putting pressure on the 

Government to change its damaging approach.  What happens next will define our future for decades to come 

and I have been clear that it is absolutely vital that the Prime Minister now takes any prospect of a no-deal 

Brexit off the table for good.  This means withdrawing Article 50 to stop the clock and to enable us to find a 

way out of this mess. 

 

Following the no-confidence vote this week, it is now unlikely that the Prime Minister will do the right thing 

and call a General Election.  It is clear that the only way forward to resolve this deadlock is to take this crucial 

issue out of the hands of politicians and to return it to the British public so that they can have the final say.  At 

this important historic time for our city, I would urge all Assembly Members to join me in calling for Londoners 

to be given a voice in what happens next. 

 

Since we last met, Chairman, I have been working on a number of strategies and initiatives to improve the lives 

of Londoners.  This includes continuing to do everything possible to tackle violent crime not only by cracking 

down on criminals but by tackling the root causes of violent crime, too.  I was delighted to announce this week 

that Lib Peck, London Councils Executive Member for Crime and Police Protection and Leader of Lambeth 

Council, has been appointed to lead the new Violent Reduction Unit.  Lib will bring invaluable leadership and 

expertise in building on her huge experience of working with community groups, London Councils and partner 

organisations across our city. 

 

In recent weeks, I have also confirmed that my Transport for London fares freeze will go ahead for the third 

year running, making transport for affordable for millions of Londoners; launched a £38 million fund to deliver 
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community-led housing; published evidence that shows our bold action to tackle air pollution with the 

Ultra Low Emission Zone will benefit the poorest Londoners the most; and launched in London the most 

comprehensive air quality monitoring of any city in the world.  I have also called on the Government to do the 

right thing by waiving the £65 settled status fee for Londoners from other European Union countries. 

 

Before answering your questions, Chairman, I have been asked for one oral update and that is regarding 

Silvertown Quays.  This is in relation to the report of a High Court challenge to the GLA’s tender process.  

Chairman, as many Assembly Members will know, Silvertown Quays is a major site in the Royal Docks 

Enterprise Zone, with a capacity for at least 3,000 homes and thousands of jobs.  Importantly, it will also 

provide substantial levels of business rates to fund the recently approved Enterprise Zone Delivery Plan.  

Procurement for a development partner for the Silvertown Quays site began under the London Development 

Agency in July 2011 and, when the London Development Agency ceased to exist, the process was completed 

by the GLA.  This process led to the Silvertown Partnership being appointed as the developer, and it signed a 

master development agreement under the previous Mayor [Boris Johnson] in 2013.  Since then, the Silvertown 

Partnership has secured outline planning consent in August 2016 but has not yet started construction work on 

the site. 

 

In April 2018 the Silvertown Partnership formally requested under the terms of the master development 

agreement that the GLA agree to the transfer of the control of the company from the existing members of the 

partnership to a new partnership between Lendlease and Starwood.  Lendlease is a major global property 

developer and Starwood is an equity fund manager.  In May 2018, the GLA consented via a Mayoral Decision 

to the change of control.  We remain committed to the existing plans for the regeneration of the Silvertown 

Quays but, as I am sure the Assembly will appreciate, it would not be appropriate to comment further given the 

ongoing legal proceedings. 

 

Andrew Boff AM:  Mr Mayor, in view of that High Court challenge, are you satisfied that due process was 

followed in the purchase of the Silvertown Partnership by Lendlease and Starwood? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I am, which is why the challenge is being defended. 

 

Andrew Boff AM:  And you believe that those actions were in line with the original tender? 

 

Sadiq Khan (Mayor of London):  I do. 

 

Andrew Boff AM:  Thank you. 

 


